JBI8    MY  LIFE IN CHINA AND AMERICA

concession was Issued to me with the distinct

wider standing that the road was to be built by
the circuitous route above described* The road
was to be built with Chinese, not with foreign
capital 1 wits given nix months* time to seeure
capital At the end of six months, if I failed to
dhow capital, 1 wits to surrender the concession*
I knew very well that it would be impossible to
get Chinese capitalists to build any railroad at
that time* I tried hard to get around the stick*
point by getting foreign syndicates to take
over the concession, but all my attempts proved
abortive, and I was compelled to give up my rail-
road scheme also* This ended my last effort to
help China*

I did not dream that in the midst of my work,
Khiiiig Vu Wei and his disciple, Leang Kai
tlwi, whom I met often in Peking during the
previous year, were engaged in the great work of
reform whiVh wag soon to culminate in the
momentous <w/; d'ttat of 1808, of China. At that
